Dissection and rupture of the ascending aorta. Unusual complications of aortocoronary bypass surgery.
This is a report concerning two cases of unusual complications, dissection and rupture of the ascending aorta, secondary to saphenous vein bypass surgery. We recommend that evaluation of patients undergoing saphenous vein bypass surgery include careful image-intensifier fluoroscopic examination during coronary arteriography. If aneurysmal dilatation of the aorta or calcification is observed, ascending aortography should be performed to better evaluate the aorta, and surgeons should be alerted to use appropriate maneuvers and techniques to minimize the risk of complications in the aortic site of the vein anastomosis. Internal mammary coronary-artery bypass should be the procedure of choice in such conditions.